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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2 and 4-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Viret et al. US #3,241,256 in view of Japanese Publication JP1 99321 0014A to 
Daimon et al. 

3. Viret teaches a display system including transparent medium 12 with first and 
second surfaces (Figure 1) having a matrix of spots 22 on one surface (Figure 2). The 
spots do not form part of message (on tape 16, as described in column 3 lines 7-10). 
Viret teaches the dots as having "any size or shape necessary or convenient to produce 
the desired distribution of the light rays with uniform brightness" (column 4 lines 54-57). 

4. Daimon teaches light diffusing members 12 (Figure 26a) having a circular shape 
with a hollow interior. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to utilize the shape of the diffusing members as shown in Daimon on the 
illuminated medium of Viret to provide increased yet uniform illumination for the indicia, 

5. The shape of the interior of each spot corresponds to the shape of the outer 
periphery (Daimon, Figure 26a). 

6. The spots may be translucent or opaque (Viret column 4 lines 34-36), which 
inherently includes light colors, white, and yellow. 
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7. The spots increase in size with increasing distance from the light source (Viret 
Figure 5) and cover substantially the entire illuminated surface. 

8. Light sources 18 are in optical communication with the transparent medium (Viret 
Figure 1) and the edges of the openings where the light sources are placed are 
transverse with respect to the indicia surface. 

9. Viret does not teach indicia on both sides of the display, however this is well 
known in the art of signs and displays. It would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to provide a double-sided display so that more information could 
be provided on a single display. Also, it has been held that mere duplication of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

A new rejection has been made to address the hollow spots. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joanne Silbermann whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6653. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 5:30 - 2:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 571-272-6651. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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